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Sunday School Lesson                                                                                                            Pastor

=CHRISTIAN  CHARACTER=

Samson

AIM: To teach my class the good and bad about the Judge of Israel named Samson.

POINT OF CONTACT: Ask the class, "Who is the strongest man alive today?"  "And who can you think of that was very strong in the Bible?"  Perhaps they will name Samson.  Ask someone to describe what they think Samson would look like.  Contrary to what most think, he was not a big, muscular man!

I. THE LORD BLESSED HIM  Judges 13:24
  A. Godly parents.

  B. Healthy body.

  C. Food to eat.

  D. God's revelation of Himself to Samson.

  E. Clothes to wear.

  F. Friends.

II. THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED HIM  13:25
  A. God had a purpose for his life.

  B. God sent His Spirit to help Samson.

  C. Today, God's Spirit lives within our bodies, to help us accomplish His purpose in our lives.

III. SAMSON WENT DOWN  14:1
  A. When a person is in God's will, mark it down, Satan is on the way to lead you astray!

  B. Any time a person leaves the will of God, they are headed down!

  C. Any time you go "down" to the wrong places, you will:

      1. Meet the wrong kind of people.

      2. Pick up the wrong appetites and desires 14:2
      3. Quickly leave and forget God's will for your life  14:3
      4. Trade your "raising" for what pleases your 5 senses.

      5. Cause others to go down also!  14:5  You NEVER go down  alone!  Someone is watching

          and following your example!

      6. Always be warned by God  14:5  God sent a lion to warn  Samson about leaving his 

          separated position.

IV. GOD'S SPIRIT GAVE SAMSON HIS STRENGTH  14:6
  A. God's Spirit gives men supernatural strength today as well!

  B. God still had access to Samson, even though he was in the wrong place!  Proverbs 15:3.

  C. The gifts and calling of God are w/out repentance  Rom.11:29
V. THE WOMAN PLEASED SAMSON WELL  14:7
  A. She did not please God!  Gen. 6:1,2
  B. She pleased Samson for a little while.

  C. When you get the lady God has prepared for you, she will  please you for life.

  D. Satan could not get to Samson, except through a woman.

  E. Satan knows a man's weak spot is a woman!

  F. Satan got to Adam, Abraham, Saul, David, Solomon, Samson...   through a woman, and he

      can get to you the same way!

VI. SAMSON GETS PROUD AND GREEDY  14:8-14
  A. Samson begins to rely on himself, instead of God.

  B. Now at his party, he becomes greedy and makes a bet with his  new friends.

  C. But, his new friends are not his friends at all.

  D. They knew his weakness as well!

VII. SAMSON LEAVES HIS WIFE UNPROTECTED  14:15
  A. They got to her.

  B. They threatened her with threats they could of carried out.

  C. They threatened her family!

VIII. SAMSON'S WIFE DOES NOT CONFIDE IN HIM  14:16-18
  A. She has no confidence in his ability to protect her.

  B. She falsely accuses him of not loving her.

  C. She nagged him until she got her way.

  D. She helped the men of her race at the expense of her husband

  E. She was not what Samson needed after all!  She was not God's choice for him!

IX. SAMSON BECOMES A MURDERER  14:19
  A. In order to pay his betting debt, he killed 30 men and stole from them.

  B. He had become a hot-headed barbarian!

  C. He was mis-using what God had given him to serve Him with!

X. HIS WIFE WAS GIVEN TO ANOTHER  14:20
  A. He did not bargain for this!

  B. His wife and friends did not care about him!

  C. His friend took his wife - beware of your "friends" that you  meet in the wrong places!

